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1. Intensity 

2. Mediation 

3. Upcoming Group Project

Today’s Class
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1. Intensity and Genre 
2. Dynamics 
3. Intensity in Two Similar Pieces

Intensity
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What role(s) does intensity play in music?
Write down your thoughts.

3 MINUTES
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Intensity is a crucial factor in genre.



Bruises 
Lewis Capaldi



This is the Dream of 
Evan and Chan 

Dntel



The Rite of Spring 
Igor Stravinsky
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Dynamics are the branch of notation devoted to intensity. 

                      




                      


quiet
piano

quieterer

quieter

louder

loud
forte

louderer

meh…
mezzopiano/mezzoforte



Dynamics are inherently ambiguous and work best 
as indicators of relative intensity. 
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Intensity, of course, has many meanings apart 
from the acoustic sense.

Let’s discuss how two similar pieces feel 
similarly or differently intense and what that 
might have to do with how loud they seem.



Salvatore 
Sciarrino 

Sei Capricci 
(1976)

Niccolò 
Paganini 
24 Capricci 
(1817)
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A capriccio is a sub-genre of classical music that is 
typically short, lively, and free in its structure.

Capricci are often designed as vehicles for 
virtuosic players to show off their skills.
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1. What is Mediation? 
2. Three perspectives on mediation of music  

context, means of sound production, means of dissemination

Mediation
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Our experience of music is conditioned by an evolving 
network of objects, cultures, identities, loyalties, 
technologies, histories, insecurities, etc.
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We can say that our experience of music is always 
mediated by these influencing factors, in the sense that 
they come between us and the music.

Our experience of music is conditioned by an evolving 
network of objects, cultures, identities, loyalties, 
technologies, histories, insecurities, etc.
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In other words, these factors make up an ever changing 
medium through which music travels to touch us or 
through which we must stretch to experience it.

We can say that our experience of music is always 
mediated by these influencing factors, in the sense that 
they come between us and the music.
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Environments shape the way we listen.



On Mediation and Intensity

Technologies shape the way we listen.
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Expectations shape the way we listen.
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Let’s Consider an Example



Barrak Obama 
Eulogy for  
Rev. Clamenta Pinckney  
(2015)

LeAnn Rimes 
You Light Up My Life 
(2001)

Two Amazing Graces
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LeAnn Rimes
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1. Now on Tuesday, October 1st. 
2. This Friday begins the notation unit

Group Project


