
Western Music Appreciation 

Group Project 1 

So far in class, we’ve looked at Western music history from several persepctives: 

1. The birth of polyphonic music and the development of harmony 

2. The history of the orchestra 

3. The evolving indepdence and financial status of composers 

4. The history of opera 

For this project, your group will give a ten minute presentation about a piece of music that relates to one 
of the above topics. In the end, you’ll give the class some historical perspective about the piece, you’ll 
help guide us though listening to part of it, and you’ll compare it to other pieces that we’ve listened to. 
The presentations will take place in class on Wednesday, February 26th. 

INSTRUCTIONS 

Step 1: Choose one of the above topics. 

Step 2: Find a piece of music, composed before 1950, that relates to your chosen topic. 
 It must not be a piece that we’ve already discussed. If you’re not sure where to 
 look, I’m happy to help! 

Step 3: Once you’ve chosen a piece, find a complete recording of it on YouTube. 

Step 4: Head to this Google Sheet: https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/
1zTkGkxcrV140_zDf456q6ZLPg_Iil1ZvyBCYMeHeWvg/edit?usp=sharing. 
 Add a row for your group, specifying your team name, group members, 
 chosen topic, chosen composition, and all of the other details. 

Step 5: Work as a team to create a ten minute presentation, including the following three components: 

1. Guided Listening: Play brief excerpt(s) that illustrate key features of your piece while guiding the 
class on what to listen for. 

2. Historical Sketch: Give the class a few historical facts about the piece and the composer to give 
some context in which we can make sense of the piece. 

3. Comparison: Compare your piece to the other music that we listened to for your chosen topic. You 
don’t need to discuss every piece. Just try to say something interesting! 

Each member of your group should take responsibility for one of these components. All group members 
should play a substantial role in the presentation. 

Step 6: Create a slideshow to accompany your presentation. 
 Bring an HDMI capable computer to class with which to present. 
 At the time of your presentation, email a copy of your slides to me at chambm7@rpi.edu.
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